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Never the Bride – Rock’s best kept secret
Never the Bride's Nikki Lamborn and Catherine Feeney first met on stage at a jam session in a London pub.

Instant rapport and a similar taste in music and direction, lead to more jamming before Nikki from Bristol and Catherine, better known as Been, from Glasgow, formed a song writing collaboration.

Nikki commuted to write, gig and busk in Covent Garden. Never the Bride was born and the duo built up a core following around the capital.

Their live reputation went from strength to strength and big support slots followed from The Who, ZZ TOP and The Pretenders. After successfully supporting The Who, a personal call from Roger Daltrey lead to Nikki and Been joining Daltrey, Alice Cooper, Paul Rodgers, Peter Frampton and a few more rock gods on The British Rock Symphony Tour. The band toured the UK, Europe and Australia with the Orchestra, making a huge impression with their interpretation of Led Zeppelin's Kashmir and Stairway to Heaven.

Their first performance at The Royal Albert Hall is a key moment in Nikki and Beens' lives. Roger held up both their arms and said to the audience who were going crazy, "What d'ya reckon then? Nikki Lamborn has the best female rock voice since Janis Joplin and I know what I'm talking about, I knew Janis."

"After The Rock Symphony Tour ended in Australia, we decided to stay awhile and write some songs," explains Been. "We did a Thelma and Louise, rented a car and drove across the country drinking tequila in small bottles.

"The money had run out by the time we reached Sydney, but luckily it was around the time of The Olympics and there were lots of people to entertain. Our busking skills paid for the song-writing trip and some of those songs are on our latest album, Surprise!"

Nikki's powerful presence and strong vocals has been described as Tina Turner and Robert Plant rolled into one. Her incredible voice came under the spotlight while coaching a Cambridge choir girl in the ways of rock for Channel 4's Faking It series.

Been, keyboard player and occasional guitarist, is the main composer behind the songs that together with Nikki's voice, make Never the Bride unique.

Other band members include Murray Gould on guitar, who has played with Elton John, Dido and Faithless, and David Levy on bass, who has backed Rory Gallagher and Bonnie Tyler amongst others. Drummer Richie Newman's previous gigs have included Steve Marriott, Rory Gallagher, Alvin Lee and Sam Brown.

As a response to their growing fanbase worldwide, the band have recorded a DVD rockumentary, entitled For Richer For Poorer, highlighting life for a rock band on the road both at home and abroad.
Never the Bride – Press Reviews
...But for me, the ultimate highlight was Never The Bride. Roger Daltrey was correct when describing Nikki Lambourn’s voice as like Janis Joplin. I’ll go further and say that I’d buy double glazing – never mind a Mercedes Benz – after hearing Nikki’s bodice ripping voice. She certainly left an impression on me. The rest of the band were superb, especially Catherine Feeney with her keyboard wizardry and excellent vocals. Full review here 

Cumbria News & Star, published 3/8/07,Review of Maryport Blues Festival, July 29th By John Hastings 

The idea that dame Shirely Bassey's next single is going to be a version of a song by hard rockers Never The Bride always seemed quite bizarre. Hearing "The Living Tree" performed Live, however you can see why. For Dame Shirley is probably the only singer other than Never The Bride's Nikki Lamborn who could do justice to this stunning song. It is a shame though that Never The Bride have to rely on someone else for their first hit.

Bristol born Lamborn, Catherine "Been" Feeney and truly stellar band of musicians who have played with everyone from Elton John to Dido are undoubtedly one of the best and yet one of the most underrated bands on the rock scene. And in front of a capacity crowd they really rocked the Temple Meads venue with songs like "2 into 1", "I'd do it for you" and of course "The Living Tree". This being a laid back "Home" gig, there were loads of covers too, including a 20 min long version of Zeppelin's "Whole lotta Love", The Who's "Pinball Wizard" and a stomping rendition of Bad Company's "Feel like making love" in which Lamborn's vocals were simply awesome. But it was the slow "Loser in love", with Lamborn's voice full of powerful emotion and honest passion that was the high point of a superb set.

Bristol Evening Post,Review of Reckless Engineer gig, April 7th By Keith Clarke 

An absolutely brilliant British Band, Nikki Lamborn & Catherine Feeney, fronting Never The Bride. This is a fantastic band you know, they do so many gigs around the UK during the course of the year. They are fantastic on stage and you just have to applaud the fact that they've stuck in there through many, many years of hard work. I did a session with them when I was on GLR, this must be about 10 years ago. Since which they've really built up a reputation of being one of the best live bands in Britain. The new album Surprise is out now, it's on the Lock Stock & Barrel Record label and I really recommend it. It's terrific! 

Bob Harris, comments on his BBC Radio 2 show, 12 Aug 2005

I'd heard good things about this band but my god can this girl sing !. Nikki Lambourn has a real gutsy, corker of a voice that's drawn comparisons with Janis Joplin and Tina Turner. I'd cite Maggie Bell, particularly on the opening track 'Cry For Love', and Heart.

Paired with strong songwriter / keyboard player Catherine 'Been' Feeney, this re-release of the 2002 album has extra tracks and ranges from straightforward romantic ballads to the big, Bond style glamour of 'The Living Tree' to the Pretenders-like 'Kiss Kiss'.

Supported by a solid band with a range of guest strings and brass, this rocks.

Jan Eyton,  Surprise album review, Classic Rock Society Magazine, Sep 2005. 

When Roger Daltrey describes you as "the best female rock voice since Janis Joplin," you would be forgiven for receiving an ego boost. Not so Nikki Lamborn, frontwoman of Never the Bride. She takes the compliment in her stride. With her Glaswegian friend Catherine Feeney, Nikki takes the lead in a frontline of formidable blondes.

The skilled musicians behind them all have a chance to showcase their talent but it is Nikki who is making sure that they should not be a hidden gem for much longer. From the start of this intimate London gig, Lamborn acts as if she is taking the stage at Live 8. "Here's a song about lust," she roars, the words "Bad Girl" emblazoned across her chest. Winding her body round every word, she leaps between Janis Joplin and Axl Rose. Everywhere, an emotional maelstrom of a song, starts off like Kate Bush before building into a huge number. Surprise, the title track of their latest album, which is released tomorrow, could have been written for Rod Stewart in his Seventies pomp, and Lamborn is right when she says she is a "heavy metal Shirley Bassey", as one radio station recently described her. To prove the point, the band launch into their Bond theme-esque The Living Tree, which they actually delivered to Bassey with a note saying: "Please record it."

It shifts through Led Zeppelin's more folky moments and John Barry strings. If Never the Bride remain in the shadows, they will rock 10 times harder there than those in the spotlight. 

Sunday Express, July 11th 2005 March 2005.
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