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Derrin Nauendorf – Solo, Duo & Band
"Derrin's music moves my soul "Tony
Joe White (US)
"Derrin is finally breaking through, an excellent album!"
Bob Harris BBC Radio 2, (UK)
Derrin's journey into the music industry began around 7 years ago when he left his native Australia to attempt to make a splash in the UK and Europe. He arrived at Heathrow with one telephone number, £1200 and a mountain of energy and enthusiasm. Since arriving on European shores, Derrin has played anywhere and everywhere throughout the UK, Germany, France, Spain, and Holland as well as returning to his native homeland for the occasional tour. Derrin has opened for Van Morrison and countless others and has always been a major hit whichever stage he graces. 

Derrin has recorded 6 albums and sold close to 17000 of them from the back of his van to an army of devoted fans in too many places to mention. Whilst Derrin has recorded 6 albums, his latest record "Skin of the Earth" is only actually his second commercial release. After years of shunning the music industry he released "The Rattling Wheel" on his own label Rising Records Ltd in 2006 to much praise and acclaim. Following this first commercial release, Derrin received attention from Bob Harris (BBC Radio 2) who invited him in for a solo live session and interview and Paul Jones (BBC Radio 2) also hosted a live session for Derrin and his band at the famous Maida Vale studios. 

The lyrics to Derrin’s song "Shipwrecked" from the "The Rattling wheel" album (after being heard on Radio 2) were published by Cambridge University Press in a text book for English Literature and the album also received a 4 star review in the Sunday Express alongside Jools Holland, Tom Waits and The Beatles! Glowing reviews followed in publications such as Blues Matters and Maverick Magazines and Derrin has gone on to feature in many other music publications. Derrin is also endorsed by Yamaha Guitars which is a testament to his extremely talented guitar skills. 

His highly anticipated follow up to "The Rattling Wheel" due for release in October 2008 is called "Skin of the Earth" 

This latest album sees Derrin hitting new peaks as a songwriter and artist. Promotional copies of "Skin of the Earth" were sent out and received the attention of international Blues and Roots label Ruf Records who are releasing the new album with a view to pushing Derrin's music to more people around the globe. This is what Derrin had to say about Skin of the Earth...   

"I wanted to make an album of music that supported lyrics that are very stylised and broad for interpretation. I didn't want to spell out a specific journey in the songs. I have tried to create a wide spectrum of lyrics that could apply to the listeners own journey, not just mine. I have also played some electric guitar for the first time to add a different dimension and give it a slight southern rock feel”

"Skin of the Earth" will be released by Ruf Records in the UK on October 6th 2008 and Holland on October 16th. More release dates to follow.

Derrin Nauendorf – live review 2008
Knocking at The Stables door - the man who's hungry for success.

He may not yet be eating at music’s top table. But determined Aussie songster Derrin Nauendorf, pictured, is an artist who has elbowed his way to the front of the queue and has an appetite for success. 
The man who came to these shores just a few years ago and lived in a van while he struggled to make a living, moved a little closer to his goal when he played Stage 2 at The Stables in Milton Keynes last week and rapidly won over a musically-savvy audience. 

Stage 2 holds around 100 at a pinch – and it can’t be too long before the likeable and talented Nauendorf wows The Stables main arena, which can seat about 300. 

Derrin is performing his current UK tour with his band, consisting of Rick Foot on acoustic bass and Mike Hellier on drums. The trio performed many of Derrin’s excellent new album Skin Of The Earth (Ruf Records) in a two-hour set showcasing Nauendorf’s extraordinary guitar playing and poetic songwriting. 

The hunk from Oz – who has been labelled the Australian Bob Dylan – does share much in common with America's folk-rock god. 

Nauendorf's own songs are pithy, poetic and hard-hitting, usually themed around love and relationships, and with genuinely interesting lyrics. Derrin also has a tendency to drawl his words in a Dylanesque way, so sometimes they can't be appreciated as much as they might be. 

But Nauendorf remains a performer who's hard to pigeonhole. There's shades of Springsteen in there, too, some dramatic spaghetti western flavoured instrumentals and even a few base riffs that bring to mind Duane Eddy or Hank Marvin. 

But Derrin is essentially his own man and he would certainly play Dylan off the stage as a guitarist any day. 

The tortured sounds he wrings from an acoustic Yamaha are totally unexpected, as is the blistering fingerpicking he occasionally launches into, or the blurred right hand rhythm blasts that wouldn't disgrace Pete Townshend. 

I've seen Derrin live solo and with his band and believe a bit of musical company lends some welcome colour and interest to his stage act and music. Rick Foot is an innovative and sympathetic acoustic bass player of the old school, showing just why a number of today's bands are seeking the more authentic 'thwack' of a genuine hollow instrument rather than the louder and more one-dimensional, soulless solid electric bass. 

Drummer Hellier is a stickman who can mix it up effectively, whether rattling out dramatic rolls or grooving along unobtrusively on quieter numbers. And as Derrin's music fuses elements of folk, rock and poignant ballads, there's plenty to stretch his talents. 

Of the songs laid down on the night, the new album's title track Skin Of The Earth is an obvious stand-out, as is the ever-popular Better To Be Shipwrecked, from his last CD The Rattling Wheel. 

Derrin gave his own twist to Tony Joe White's song As The Crow Flies, Bruce Springsteen's I'm On Fire and a Dylan number and wasn't afraid to tackle a sprinkling of effective and highly original instrumentals. 

With his constantly-changing alternative guitar tunings and big variety of different musical styles, Nauendorf is a fascinating, multi-layered troubador who has climbed the ladder the hard way and literally deserves a bigger stage for his work. 

But he's getting there and it's gratifying to see one of music's good guys making it. 

Derrin Nauendorf at The Stables, Milton Keynes Review by Alan Candy
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Derrin Nauendorf:
alyricist of rare
maturity, a vocalist
of character.
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