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Robert Plant  - “You should all check her out, she has a wonderful voice.”

Dr. John - “Girl, you keep on doin’ whatcha doin!”

Lisa Mills

It’s a long way from south Mississippi, where she was born, to Glastonbury, in southwestern England. But Lisa Mills has played Glastonbury and many more European festivals enough to feel comfortable on both sides of the Atlantic. In fact, the artistic connections she formed as she gained international fans are counted as her musical next-of-kin; they just happen to be in the UK, while she now makes her home on Mobile Bay in Alabama.

Recording her latest album, Tempered in Fire, at Rimshot Studios in Kent, UK, was a celebration of creative connections reaching near and afar. She chose songs by writers from her native South as well as Britain to complement her own songs and teamed with old and new musician friends from England and the U.S. Joining her in the vintage analog studio—and laying down several of the songs as a live band—were her long-time performing partner, Ian Jennings, as co-producer and double bassist; Andy Fairweather Low on guitar, and Eric Heigle of New Orleans on drums. She and Jennings (Big Town Playboys, Jeff Beck, Van Morrison) have toured the UK for almost a decade, and she sings on three tracks of his current studio album, Roll the Dice. It was through Jennings that she met Low (Amen Corner, Eric Clapton, George Harrison) and many others with whom she’s shared the stage or studio, including Robert Plant (who said of Lisa: “You should check her out; she has a wonderful voice.”), Jools Holland, and Jeff Beck, who also are guests on Jennings’ album.

Lisa grew up on gospel and soul and began composing songs before she was old enough to start school. Her daddy was dialed in to Hank Williams and her mother loved Elvis (and still does: she keeps The King’s CDs along with her daughter’s on her car’s sun visor). Destined to perform, Lisa poured her heart into writing, singing and playing guitar, gathering strength like the hurricanes that brew in the Gulf of Mexico. Her vocal influences ranged from Etta James to Brenda Lee. A friend who recognized Lisa’s potential sent Sam Andrew of Big Brother and the Holding Company a copy of Blues and Ballads, her first CD, recorded live in Pascagoula, Mississippi. It was the connection that landed Lisa her first international gig, in Germany, and a three-year tour as BBHC’s lead singer. It was the European connection that led her to meet Jennings and then Robert Plant’s sound engineer Roy Williams, who encouraged her to take her rightful place as a solo artist. Along the way she has played with Delbert McClinton, Dr. John, Junior Wells and appears on a compilation CD, Live at the Talbot, with Albert Lee.

Touring the UK in 2010 after the release of Tempered in Fire in Europe, Lisa was featured on the cover of Blues Matters magazine (along with none other than Plant and the Rolling Stones). Grahame Rhodes, writing for Blues in Northwest, described her as having “a stunning voice that comes over like a full-throated Otis Redding with some Muscle Shoals soul and Nashville country touches for good measure.”

Reviewing her Edinburgh performance, Rhythm and Blues noted her “strong soulful voice,” adding, “Lisa Mills is an artist to watch out for.”

Tempered in Fire is her second album collaboration with Jennings, who co-produced her 2005 CD, I’m Changing.  Her solo pre-production CD, By Invitation Only (also recorded live), drew high praise from Wade Wellborn of Currents Magazine: “These dynamic and inspiring performances help prove that Lisa Mills is the real deal; no studio tricks needed, no airbrushing required. By Invitation Only is a wonderful listen—soothing, bluesy, rocking, and sexy.”

Add “songwriter” to Wellborn’s descriptions of Lisa Mills (she wrote all 13 songs on By Invitation Only), and you’ve got Lisa. Look for her upcoming tour dates in both the UK and U.S. with Ian Jennings, making connections with gifted musicians who share her Southern roots.
Press Quotes
THE PLAYLIST - Why Do I Still Love You? Lisa Mills:  “Sweeter-than-Janis blues vocals and a fierce guitar punch up this original tune from the new Tempered in Fire.” – Jerry Shriver, USA Today  

“Lisa Mills is blessed. Blessed, that is, with vocal abilities that seem to encompass and embody every cliché ever applied to a gruff, gargle-with-broken-glass yet velvety-smooth voice. It’s a remarkable instrument indeed, and she employs it magnificently on Tempered In Fire, her natural melisma and southern drawl at times reminiscent of Lucinda Williams, while elsewhere she exudes the fiery passion and gritty intensity of the late, great Otis Redding.” – John Taylor, Blinded by Sound

"One British critic described Lisa Mills’ Southern soul voice as a “full-throated Otis Redding.” And as showcased here, the British-based blues singer by way of Mississippi can certainly work a song like the iconic Stax/Volt legend.. " – Eric Feber, The Virginian Pilot 

“It is no secret to anyone who knows me that I love female blues singers. I even wrote a book about them! So, discovering Lisa Mills'  Tempered in Fire was like discovering buried treasure for me. Mills has a real blues voice. She has been described as "a full-throated female Otis Redding," and I can see that. To me, she has the passion and emotion of Etta James or Bonnie Raitt, with a slightly ragged voice perfect for the blues. At times, her voice reminds me of Bonnie Tyler or Sheryl Crow.”– Rhetta Akamasu, BC Premium

“Possessed of a strong alto, she is the embodiment of Southern blue-eyed soul, shouting and wailing in ways that add a raspy tone to her voice. On Tempered in Fire, however, she is spiritually coming from Memphis, Tennessee, not San Francisco, even if the album was recorded in Great Britain. Fronting a trio consisting of veteran British guitarist Andy Fairweather Low, bassist Ian Jennings, and drummer Eric Heigle, she ranges from the boogying rockabilly of ‘I'll Never Fall in Love Again’ to the slow, torchy ballad ‘My Happy Song.’ Wet Willie's 1974 Top Ten hit, ‘Keep on Smiling',’ gets a faithful treatment as a prime example of Southern rock, while ‘Why Do I Still Love You?’ sounds like it could have been cut in the Sax studio in the mid-'60s. Audiences in her native country deserve a chance to hear her, especially if they are fans of soulful ‘60s rock.”– William Ruhlmann, All Music Guide

 “All in all, Tempered in Fire is the best surprise disc I have uncovered in many years.  It is a stellar performance by a singer I certainly hope to hear a lot more of, and backed by a lean and mean band who knows how far to push and when to lay back.  This one will be playing in my car for a long, long time.” – Mike Hyland, Sonoma Valley Sun

“First-time listeners to the opening bars of Lisa Mills’ second release can be forgiven for thinking they’re hearing a new one from Bonnie Raitt. But as ‘Tennessee Tears’ kicks off the album, in short order it’s clear Raitt and Mills may indeed be soul sisters, but Mills has something uniquely special going on. In part, she seems to have super-chargers in her pipes, a fiery furnace giving her voice a raw power akin to ladies like Janis Joplin and Marcia Ball. In addition, she also has one heck of a band backing her. “Whatever song you hear first, though, the important thing is to hear Lisa Mills. While her voice is full of power and the band is slick as greased lightening, most of the tempos are slow to middling, which means this set is for sitting back and absorbing a voice you won’t believe you haven’t heard before, and a band you hope you’ll hear again.”– Wesley Britton, SeattlePI.com 

“This album answers the question of what Raitt would have sounded like if she hadn’t gone into a pop vein after her third album.  Hell, even Junior Wells is on Mills’ resume.  So there you have it, if you want more of ‘Give It Up or Let Me Go,’ the wait was only 40 years but this bluesy Southern gal that writes them as well as sings them has delivered the goods for you. Everything you ever loved about Muscle Shoals and blue eyed soul is here on proud display.  A great time throughout.” – Chris Spector, Midwest Record

“Well, first of all, I'd never heard of Lisa Mills, but she grabbed Andy Fairweather-Low for her band, and I'll snap up anything Low's on, so that was a sure thing. Then I laid an ear to the singer herself and was thunderstruck: ‘Whoa!, I'm thinkin' ‘Why haven't I heard this woman before?!?!?!.’ She harks back to a day when Genya Ravan, Tracy Nelson, Gayle MacCormick, Janis Joplin, and the brassy fireball femmes were tearing things up. Joni, Joan, and Judy may have been laying out beautiful renaissance dulcet tones, sure, but there was also a side pocket of uppity wimmens who were out to crash through that tradition and get down with the Otises, the Reverend Greens, the Percys, the Arethas, the Tinas, and all the souled-out stompers, shouters, screamers, and earthy-as-hell testifiers. Y'all, if there's an epiphany of all that coming on again, and I hope to God there is, then Lisa Mills is a solid part of the forefront and no mistake. I may not have known of her before, but I sure as hell know her now.” – Mark S. Tucker, FAME 

A frequent visitor to our shores for about the last decade, Lisa Mills, the Southern belle from Mobile, Alabama, with a quite stunning voice, comes over on “Tempered In Fire”‘ like a full-throated female Otis Redding, with some Muscle Shoals soul and Nashville country touches for good measure, in the company of a great band, including her long-time associate Ian Jennings, who plays bass and co-produced the album; and the supremely talented Andy Fairweather Low on guitar. –Grahame Rhodes, Blues in the Northwest

“The CD demonstrates Mills' impressive range as a vocalist and includes several originals and a cover of Otis Redding's ‘These Arms of Mine.’ Notably, the CD also features songs written by artists both from England and the Gulf Coast, including Mobile's Wet Willie (‘keep on smiling’).” – Scott Barretta, Clarion-Ledger 

“Lisa’s strong voice has fantastic range and she reaches out and grabs you with it, using it to spin tales of life, love, loneliness, and redemption.  Brush-stroked drums and understated guitar lines fuel the torchy title cut, with its lyrics of ‘3 AM and I’m sitting alone in a bar, wondering where you are.’  ‘Why Do I Still Love You?’ has elements of Lisa’s upbringing in gospel music, as her inability to let go of a no-good lover builds to a “testifyin’ climax.  The set closes with a classic tale of a true lover that becomes the victim of a vicious ‘he said, she said’ pack of lies from ‘Someone Very Close.’“With her unique vocal ability to make one feel the good times and bad times in every song, Lisa Mills may elicit comparisons to Lucinda Williams or Delbert McClinton.  With Tempered In Fire, she has the chops to achieve breakout success!” – Sheryl and Don Crow, Nashville Blues Society 

“Her new album, Tempered in Fire, is one of the best CDs to land on my desk in a while, a set of songs reared in gospel, saturated in the blues and sprinkled with rock.” – Jim Clark, Lee County Courier
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